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Legislature and Romney Spar over FY07 Budget
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MSCA Board Meetings
Fall 2006

Regular meetings of the MSCA Board of 
Directors begin at 10:00 am and usually adjourn 
around 3:00 pm. Meetings are open to all MSCA 
members in good standing — full-time, part-time 
and DGCE. Time is set aside on the agenda each 
month for visiting speakers. If you are an MSCA 
member and wish to address the Board on an 
issue of concern, please contact the MSCA 
President’s Offi  ce <Pmarkunas@aol. com> to 
request a place on the agenda or with any other 
question about Board meetings. 

September 8 Framingham State College
 Campus Center, McCarthy’s

October 6 Framingham State College
 Campus Center 309

November 3   Mass College of Liberal Arts
 Amsler Campus Center 324 A & B

December 1 MTA Regional Offi  ce Auburn
 Large Conference Room

Massachusetts Teacher Association lobbyists 
worked with legislators until the last possible moment 
to overcome Gov. Mitt Romney’s obstacles and secure 
funding for public higher education in the fi scal year 
2007 state budget. Highlights include:
 •  Funding for state colleges increased over last year 

by $7.1 million, or 3.6 percent. By comparison, the 
UMass system received a $29.4 million boost, or 
6.6 percent, while the community colleges received 
an increase of $5.4 million, or 3.6 percent.

 •  Romney vetoed numerous line items for public 
higher education campuses. All those vetoes were 
subsequently overridden by the legislature.

 •  Eff orts to increase the amount state employees pay 
for their group health insurance premiums were 
beaten back. As a result, state employees’ premiums 
will remain at the current levels: 15 percent for em-
ployees hired before June 30, 2003 and 20 percent 
for employees hired after that date.

 •  A bill granting up to four years of creditable service 
for certain state employees who were previously 
paid as 03 consultants was initially rejected via 
amendment by Romney July 5. Th e legislature 
subsequently rejected Romney’s amendment and 
it was signed into law two weeks later.

 •  Romney vetoed two line items that provided 
the funding for the retroactive payments due all 
retirees who are owed this money. He also rejected 
the outside section—Section 15—that provided 
retirees with access to these retroactive payments. 
Had Romney made an ‘outright veto’ of Section 
15, the legislature could have overridden it. Un-
fortunately, he sent it back with an amendment, 
so that a simple override would not suffi  ce. As the 
session drew to a close July 31, MTA and the labor 
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College, union man and now, editor of this newsletter. Why me? Well, I’ve worked 
as a newspaper reporter and currently teach journalism and advise the student 
newspaper, Th e Salem State Log.

My feelings about organized labor are best described by Clarence Darrow, 
who said trade unions “have done more for decency, for honesty, for education, 
for the betterment of the race, for the developing of character in man, than any 
other association of men.”
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munications department collegues, particularly chair Sandra Fowler, have been most gracious in allowing 
me to take on this additional responsibility. My wife has my eternal gratitude for her enduring support. 
I also thank you, our member-readers, in advance, for giving me the opportunity to serve and inform you. 
My contact information is in the staff  box, below; please, feel free to get in touch, any time.
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coalition worked together to speed the process of 
overriding Romney’s actions. At 11:50 p.m., we 
attempted to get the legislature to complete enact-
ment in both houses, but unfortunately, they ran 
out of time before the session ended at midnight. 

We are working to get the legislature to take fi nal 
action on this provision in an informal session. After 
enactment, the provision will return to the governor’s 
desk; we will then try to convince him not to veto the 
retirees’ retroactive pay provision. If he does veto, we 
will work to get it through the legislature at the begin-
ning of the ’07 formal session.
—Arline Isaacson—Arline Isaacson—  is a lobbyist for MTA.

MTA Declines to Endorse Candidates
MTA’s Candidate Recommendation Committee 

considered candidates for governor and lieutenant 
governor, but, in conjunction with the MTA Executive 
Committee, declined to recommend any candidate in 
either party’s primary.

Two MTA members are elected to CRC from 
each congressional district in the Commonwealth. 
CRC meets mostly during election cycles to interview 
statewide candidates, and to vote on MTA endorse-
ments of candidates for offi  ce at or above the level of 
state representative. CRC gathers information about 
candidates from questionnaires we send to candidates 
and from their voting record, if they are incumbents. 
Additionally, we interview the candidates for state 
representative and state senator. As is the case this 
year, the MTA Executive Board votes on CRC’s rec-
ommendations for statewide offi  ces such as governor 
and lieutenant governor.
—Ken Haar—Ken Haar—  is MSCA chapter president at Westfi eld Ken Haar is MSCA chapter president at Westfi eld Ken Haar
State College and a CRC member.
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