
� e management of several state col-
leges is aggressively pursuing university 
status. Besides the right to call a state 
college a “state university,” what does 
this mean? Bridgewater State College 
and Salem State College have produced 
white papers making a case for becom-
ing state universities. � ese can be ac-
cessed through the MSCA Web site at 
<www.mscaunion.org>. Neither answers 
questions of vital importance to the pro-
fessional lives of state college faculty and 
librarians.

One member of Bridgewater State 
College’s University Task Force was 
Frederick W. Clark Jr., who was ap-
pointed chairman of the Board of High-
er Education in August. Clark authored 
the fi nancial section of Bridgewater’s 
white paper, which was made public in 
May 2007. While the BHE has not yet 

taken an offi  cial position on university 
status, Clark was guardedly supportive 
of the idea in the MSCA’s interview 
with him last month. “On a personal 
level,” he said, “I think it’s absolutely the 
right strategy for the state colleges to 
explore.”

� e legislature’s Joint Committee on 
Higher Education is currently consid-
ering House Bill 1185, the so-called 
“University Status Bill.” � e MSCA 
Board of Directors has insisted on, and 
been assured that, language mandating 
a continuation of the current system of 
union representation will be included 
in the legislation. As of this writing, 
however, the bill is still in committee 
and no amendments have been made 
to it. � e MSCA has also made it clear 
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Members considering running for 
an MSCA Executive Board position 
for the 2008–2010 term can begin 
requesting nomination papers on or 
after Nov. 1, 2007. Next spring, can-
didates will be elected to two-year 
terms for all four E-Board positions: 
president, vice president, treasurer and 
secretary.

To obtain nomination papers, as 
explained in the MSCA Constitution, 
Article IV, send a request by certified 
mail to:

Deb Foss
MSCA nominations & elections 
supervisor
Massachusetts College of Liberal 
Arts
Advising Services, Bowman 32
375 Church Street
North Adams, MA 01247-4100

To be eligible to appear on the 
MSCA election ballot as a certified 
candidate, members must return 

signed nomination papers — includ-
ing at least 40 signatures from MSCA 
members in good standing with no 
more than 15 counted from any single 
chapter (campus) — to Deb Foss at 
the above address. Nomination pa-
pers must be received by 5:00 p.m. on 
Jan. 21, 2008, regardless of postmark. 
To ensure confirmation of receipt of 
nomination papers, please send them 
via certified mail.

Specific information concerning 
the election of officers can be found 
in the MSCA Constitution, posted 
on the MSCA Web site at <www.
mscaunion.org>. � e election rules 
and calendar will be approved by the 
MSCA Board of Directors on or be-
fore Dec. 2, 2007. � ese documents, 
once approved, will also be available 
on the MSCA’s Web site.

Questions can be directed to Deb 
Foss at 413.662.5400 or <dfoss@mcla.
edu>.

Representatives of MSCA, the Council of Presidents and the Board of Higher 
Education gathered at the BHE offi  ces in Boston on Wednesday, Oct. 10 to sign the 
recently negotiated and ratifi ed day unit contract. Pictured above are (seated) BHE 
Chairman Frederick W. Clark Jr., and MSCA President Patricia V. Markunas; 
(standing, l–r): Stephen Kearney, Massachusetts Maritime Academy director of 
human resources; Kenneth Lemanski, COP executive director; Peter Tsaff aras, BHE 

staff  member; Arthur Pippo, MTA Division of Higher Education director; BHE 
Chancellor Patricia Plummer; MTA Vice President Paul F. Toner; Mark Peters, COP 
counsel; MTA Executive Director-Treasurer Edward P. Sullivan; MTA President 
Anne Wass; COP Chairperson Robert Antonucci; Cheryl Stanley, MSCA/Westfi eld 
State College; consultant Donna Sirutis, MTA Division of Higher Education; MSCA 
Vice President C. J. O’Donnell; and Ann Mrvica, MSCA/Fitchburg State College.
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